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Dear People of St. John’s and Friends,
 

The month of April will carry us through Lent into Holy Week (the week before Easter)
and the Triduum – the “three days” of Maundy (Holy) Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. 
 
I urge you to mark the dates on your calendars now so that you can really make space
and time to be here in person if at all possible. There is a physicality to the sacraments
and to these sacramental days. 
 
The Thursday of Holy Week is known as Maundy Thursday in the Episcopal Church -
(known as “Holy Thursday” in some circles). We call it that because of Jesus’s mandate
(“mandatum” in Latin) at the Last Supper to love one another as he loved us. We wash
one another’s feet during that service – as John’s gospel tells us Jesus did at the Last
Supper. Being part of the Mandatum – the washing of the feet – is a very prayerful and
powerful experience…even if one simply is ‘present’ for it. 
 
At the end of the Eucharist on Maundy Thursday, we strip the altar and the sanctuary –
so that we are left with the emptiness. The elements – the consecrated bread and wine
remaining from Eucharist – are reserved in the lower chapel for our use during the Good
Friday service. 
 
On Good Friday, we pray the liturgy from the Book of Common prayer together at
noon – which includes special intercessions for the whole world, a time of reverencing
the wood of the cross, and the reception of Holy Communion that was reserved the
night before. At 3 pm, we gather to hear a powerful sermon from Sr. Linda-Susan and
pray together the Way of the Cross using adaptions of prayers written by Deacon Nancy
Casey Fulton – following the way of Jesus to his crucifixion.
 



Finally, we gather together again on Saturday evening to celebrate the Great Vigil of
Easter. We light the new fire outside, celebrating the Resurrection – acclaiming Christ as
our Light as we light the Easter Candle. We process into church and light our own candles
from the Easter Candle. – We will hear the scriptures telling of salvation history, we will
bless the water, baptize Ethan and Francis, and renew our own baptismal promises. We
will again sing “Alleluia” with full voices!!!
 
It is a very meaningful time – that “Holy Week” – those days of Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and the Great Easter Vigil. Let us take the rest of Lent to make space and time, so
that we can celebrate those days together. 
 
Blessings to you,
Sr. Diane+



Maundy Thursday – 7PM 

Good Friday - Noon 

Good Friday – 3PM

Easter Vigil – 8PM 

Easter Day – 10AM 

Holy Eucharist with foot washing;
stripping of the alter

Good Friday service (Book of
Common Prayer)

Stations of the Cross - adapted from
Nancy Casey Fulton 

Great Vigil of Easter – lighting of
the New Fire – with Baptisms

Holy Eucharist 

Holy Week Schedule
April 17 - 20



Easter Flowers

It is that time of year again! We are asking for
contributions for flowers to decorate the church and

enhance our worship. These contributions may be
made as a memorial or as a thanks offering and will be
included in the Easter Vigil and Easter Day Bulletin.

You may contribute online (Your paragraph text) or
by using the envelopes found in the church. In order

to be recognized in the bulletin, please return your
contribution to the Offering Plate on Sunday or

return it to the Parish Office by April 13th.

http://givingtools.com/give/3618
http://givingtools.com/give/3618


Sunday, February 16, 2025
Vestry Meeting in person and via Zoom
Present: Kojo Antiwi, Kevin Davidson, Clancy DeLong, Dan Eichinger (zoom), Jerry May,
Lara Raisanen (zoom), Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, Jim Thurston
Absent: Liz Brockman
Guests: Alice Ciccu

Meeting called to order: 11:37 am
Opening Prayer offered by Stier
Monthly Reflection: How our community outreach ministries exemplify the heart of our
parish
Administrative Business

Motion to approve minutes from the 26 January 2025 meeting by May; Davidson second.
Motion passes unanimously.
Ciccu will send the current version of the St. John’s Playbook to Vestry and parish leaders
for a review and update.

Pastoral Report
Parochial Report has new language and reporting for outreach ministries.
Dismantling Racism will be offered as a Lenten series and later in the year, as a one-day

training. All Vestry, parish employees, and (most) parish volunteers must take this training
every three years.
Committee Reports

A. Building and Grounds
Sesquicentennial in 2032. Begin planning and budgeting now for celebration.

B. Worship - no report
C. Human Resources - no report
D. Administration & Finance:
Endowment growth is 9%. Have only used $5,000 of principal.
Memorial fund shows a bequest from Joan Kadler. Stier will ask her family how to direct
the funds.
The Community Foundation grant is spent. Vestry should have a deeper conversation
about how we sustain our ministries to the community.
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E. Christian Formation - no report
F. Hospitality - no report
G. Outreach - no report
H. Senior Warden

Vestry needs sub-committee leads for areas previous Vestry members rotated off.
Vestry Retreat:

Will decide date via emailed poll.
Begin thinking about goals, vision, organization.
Half or “short” day retreat.

Old Business - None
New Business

Mardi Gras Pancake Supper:
Ciccu will be planning lead.
Tuesday, 4 March from 5:30 - 7:00.
Will accept donations; community is welcome.

Rummage Sale will be held in July or August this year; Ciccu will be away in June.
Motion to authorize Sr. Warden Eichinger to sign a contract with the Robert F.
Murray firm for a full parish audit by DeLong; Thurston second. Motion passed
unanimously.
Audit preparation:

List of fixed assets with valuation (for both audit and insurance purposes)
Jasmine Eichinger can offer guidance.

ESTA impact - law has not gone into effect; will see what legislature enacts. Be aware;
will discuss at March meeting.
Potential Gift - Stier received a call from someone who was in the boy choir many
years ago.

The gift has the potential to be very large. Stier and Eichinger will schedule a
video call with the prospective donor(s) to discuss and report back.

Motion to adjourn by May; Davidson second. Meeting adjourned by Eichinger 1:06.
Next meeting: 16 March 2025; 11:30 am
Respectfully submitted by Lara Raisanen, Clerk
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February 2025 Financial Report

Below is a summary of operating fund activity through the end of February (16.67%).

Unrestricted operating fund receipts...................................... $ 31,815.37 (13.89% of budget)
Unrestricted operating fund expenditures................................ 34,976.63 (14.64% of budget)
Operating fund receipts over (under) expenditures............... $   3,161.26

Income is down slightly for the month of February. Please confirm that your estimated
giving amount is up-to-date.

Clancy
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Remember Our
Homebound Members 

 Drop a card to our parish
members who are homebound.

Sandy Wood
2812 Weatherwood Street 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Nancy Fulton
Comfort Care

1945 Churchill Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Emelia Parker
(Alex’s House)

616 Boothbay Ct.
Beavercreek, OH 45430

Nancy Rivard
Comfort Care

1945 Churchill Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Martha Rarick
362 E. Baseline Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

 

St. John’s Prayer Group 
If you wish to add or remove names
from the Prayer List, please call Sr.
Diane Stier, 989- 807-0215, the church
office, or email Pamela Dingman:
pamela.dingman@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Pastoral Care

Just a reminder: you should let the
parish office know if you are ill and
wish to receive a call from the Rector.      

April Birthdays
Adam Baker
Ethan Kindle
Ezra Hart
Seth Hartshorne
Ralph Baber
Tom Cochrane
Margaret Kuhn
Jennifer Dingman
Ardent Hart
Jaclynn Cosan
Alexander DeLong
Christopher DeLong
Pamela Dingman

 4/3
 4/4
 4/5
 4/7
 4/8
4/12
4/13
4/14
4/16
4/24
4/24
4/24
4/29

April Anniversaries

Steve Berkshire and Eileen Swinehart
April 30

mailto:padingman@hotmail.com
mailto:padingman@hotmail.com
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Coffee Hour Schedule:

 
Greeters Schedule:

Weekly Schedule:
Sunday 10AM:  Holy Communion: In Person or Facebook

or YouTube
Wednesday 10AM: Church School by Zoom

Wednesday 7PM: Connections Conversations by Zoom
Thursday 8PM: Compline (Night Prayer) by Zoom 

Lectors Prayers 
Lay Ministers:

April 6
April 13
April 20 
April 27

April 6
April 13
April 20 
April 27

April 6
April 13
April 20 
April 27

Lynne L’Hommedieu & Liz Brockman
David and Nancy Kinney
Jen and Dave Dingman
The Davidson Family

Ulana Klymyshyn 
Jim Thurston

Linda-Susan Beard
Jeanne Maxon

Nancy Hartshorne
Mary Stewart Kiesgen

Pat Thurston
Tom Cochrane

The Eichinger Family
Tom & Mary Ellen Cochrane

Ford & Pamela Dingman

https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Mount-Pleasant-160189840686505/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqvBWSJZnVQHBDdRtL0OpoQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83360661786?pwd=N3RiRUFEL2pwLzlQM0ZucGhvZkRUZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765345700?pwd=YkI4RDErVTNIcXV1NkJzZ2M1N1kyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success


Fridays: 04/04, 04/11,
04/18, 04/25
Nothing on these days
Office Closed 

April Calendar 

Sundays: 04/06, 04/13, 04/20,
04/27
10am Holy Communion (In
person, Facebook, & YouTube)

Mondays: 04/07, 04/14, 04/21,
04/28 
Office Closed 
6:30PM GA/

Tuesdays: 04/01, 04/08,
04/15, 04/22, 04/29
11am Tai C, /hi with Judy 

Wednesdays: 04/02, 04/09, 04/16,
04/23, 04/30
10am Church School 
via Zoom
7pm Weekly Connection via Zoom 

Thursdays: 04/03, 04/10, 04/17,
04/24
11am Tai Chi with Judy
8pm Compline via Zoom
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mailto:saintjohnsmp@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Johns-Mount-Pleasant/100064257716563/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Johns-Mount-Pleasant/100064257716563/

