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Dear People and Friends of St. John’s,

February is upon us! The weather outside may be frigid, but some folks will be
warming hearts by joining in the VALENTINE-MAKING PARTY on Saturday,
Feb. 1 from 2-4:00 PM. We need ‘get-together’ events like this – to boost our own
spirits and share the gift with others!

This morning I am heading off to be part of a listening session at the Tribal College
– sponsored by the Michigan Two Spirit and Indigenous Coalition. Making and
maintaining connections with our local community is part of what I try to do as
your rector. In addition to that, we can educate ourselves about our neighbors. To
that end, please see “The Story of the Ojibwe” elsewhere in this newsletter. 

May we find ways to be peace-full in these days – and embody Christ in our lives.

Have a blessed February!
Sr. Diane+



Minutes for Vestry Meeting for December 2024

Present: Clancy DeLong, Dan Eichinger, DJ Proctor, Jen Dingman (Clerk), Pat Thurston,
Diane Stier, Kevin Davison, Alice Ciccu, Jerry May

Absent: Lara Raisanen, Liz Brockman, Mary Stewart-Kiesgen

Meeting called to order at 11:38am on December 15, 2024.

Pat led the group in an opening prayer

Minutes from the Nov 17, 2024 vestry meeting were reviewed and Jen noted that changes
suggested by Diane were misplaced. DJ made a motion to approve the minutes, inclusive of
Rev Diane’s modifications (to be sent again via email). Seconded by Dan. All agreed. 

Rector’s Report
Emergency housing grant funds are here. 

         - Grant stipulations note that we could start using it as soon as it was approved
         - Short form documenting each disbursement of those funds was developed
            - Noting why this is an emergency, who received the funds and how many family 
              members there were
         - Hoping funds will last through the cold weather
         - Diane and Kevin to discuss options to cover non-housing costs when needed (food, 
           other emergency costs)

Canon visit discussed and all agreed that ideal timing would be after the annual meeting.
Dates will be suggested. 

Property Committee
Snow removal person is currently on probation, surprising, he has always done a great
job

        - The last couple of mornings when it was needed, it wasn’t done properly or in time for 
           the scheduled events of the day
        - Jerry will discuss this with him
        - DJ suggested creating an emergency distribution list to get it taken care of before 
           services and other events if needed
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Worship & Hospitality Committee
Attendance has been outstanding recently, many Sundays have been above 50 and even a
couple >60 

Human Resources
Contracts that still need to be written will be completed after the budget is approved and
finalized

Administrative/Finance Committee/Treasurer’s Report
Moved to a different credit card platform, will save 0.7% per transaction

         - Diane had a problem with her cc recently, individual limit not reached but group limit 
            only had a small amount of funds left
            - This needs to be investigated – Clancy can’t help since the cc’s are issued to individuals 
               based on social security numbers

2024 Budget
         - Ahead at end of Nov by ~$2,800
            - Clancy reminded us that we took $8,000 came out of Choral Scholar fund to rebalance

2025 Budget
         - Pledges at $197,200, similar to 2024
         - Audit quote was $9,000 - $11,000
            - Put a line item in for $10,00 and if there is going to be any Diocesan cost relief, we can 
               modify accordingly
            - Can we ask the Diocese for a Fair Share reduction to pay for the audit?
               - If not, we might not proceed with the full audit since it’s not required

Rector Compensation
         - ~3% increase for 2025 according to the Diocesan minimums
         - We have 10 years to apply this catch-up amount but Clancy is suggesting that we just do 
             it all in 2025 because it’s a small amount
          - Housing Parsonage
             - The vestry on the 15th day of December, 2024, after discussing the amount to be paid 
                to the Rev. Sr. Diane Stier as parsonage allowance, on motion duly made and    
                seconded, adopted the following resolution: 
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          - Whereas the Rev. Sr. Diane Stier is employed as Reverend of St. John’s Episcopal 
             Church, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, which does not provide a residence for her, the 
             vestry resolves that of the total compensation of $104,883 to be paid to the Rev. Sr.  
             Diane Stier during 2024, that $24,000 be designated as parsonage allowance within 
             the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986.
       - Kevin made a motion to approve this, DJ seconded, all approved.
          - Relator letter confirming the housing value will be included in these meeting minutes

       - DJ moved that we adopt the budget as discussed to present to the parish during the 
         annual meeting, Jen seconded. All approved.

Education/Christian Formation Committee
No report

Outreach Committee
Christmas family sign-ups are in the Narthex
Need a Vestry member in 2025 to lead this committee

 

Diocesan Update
No report

 

Parish Life/Social Committee
No report

Senior Warden Report
By-law modifications (need to be made during an annual meeting)

         - Anticipating needed changes due to the combining of the East and West Dioceses
            - Dan and Lara will be working on the needed changes as info becomes available
         - Annual meeting timing for 2025 needs to be changed 
           - Some required info from the Diocese won’t be available until mid-Jan and Clancy 
             won’t have sufficient time to prepare if the meeting takes place on Jan 19th as 
             prescribed by the by-laws
           - 2 weeks’ notice to parish is required
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             - Suggested route
                - During announcements on Sun Jan 5th Dan will make the announcement that the 
                  by-laws need to be changed and that that change will happen during coffee hour on 
                  Sun Jan 19th
               - Sun Jan 19th the by-laws will be changed, meeting will be recessed
               - Annual meeting will be resumed on Sun Jan 26th where all typical items will be 
                 reviewed, discussed, and approved

Nominating committee to find new candidates
         - Dan and DJ volunteered 
         - By-laws state we need between 6-12 members
         - 4 terms end
            - DJ is the only person who isn’t eligible to serve another term
            - It’s already known that Jen will not be serving a 2nd term
         - Couple of questions to review
            - Does the clerk need to be on Vestry?
            - Can postulates be on Vestry?

Old Business
Retreat dates to be reviewed with the 2025 Vestry during the first meeting on Jan 26th  

New Business
None

Next meeting: January 26, 2024 immediately after the annual meeting

Diane led the closing prayer

Meeting adjourned at 1:10pm
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December 2024 Financial Report

Financially, St. Johns had one of the best Decembers on record. A special thank you to our
parishioners. Of the total Estimated Giving amount, nearly 14% came in during the month
of December. This is from both committal and noncommittal parishioners. Furthermore,
$10K in gifts to Diane’s discretionary funds arrived during December.

This generosity has left us with a $13K surplus for the year. The vestry was wrestling with
how to fund a $10K audit in 2025. Our prayers have been answered. The $3K balance has
been moved to Diane’s discretionary account in restricted funds.

The 2025 budget is a balanced budget, though it shows an $18K deficit to make up, like last
year. There was an appeal to help fund choral scholarships in 2024 to assist with the 2024
budget. I am pleased to announce that those funds were not needed in 2024. These funds
reside in the restricted fund account and are available for 2025 to assist with the projected
budget shortage.

Please pray for Rev. Sr. Diane and The Vestry as they explore new options for enhancing our
mission and outreach.

Below are the year-end cash balances:

Year End Balances
Cash and investment balances on December 31, 2024 are as follows:
Isabella Bank - Checking .......................................................................... $ 80,228.57
Members First CU - Savings .................................................................... $ 5.00
Members First CU - CD 04-22-25 .......................................................... $ 46,432.81
Members First CU - CD 12-27-25 .......................................................... $ 21,161.77
Endowment Fund Investment Account ................................................. $ 110,569.02

Clancy
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Remember Our
Homebound Members 

 Drop a card to our parish
members who are homebound.

Sandy Wood
2812 Weatherwood Street 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Nancy Fulton
Comfort Care

1945 Churchill Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Emelia Parker
Crestwood

2378 S. Lincoln
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Nancy Rivard
Comfort Care

1945 Churchill Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Martha Rarick
362 E. Baseline Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

 

St. John’s Prayer Group 
If you wish to add or remove names
from the Prayer List, please call Sr.
Diane Stier, 989- 807-0215, the church
office, or email Pamela Dingman:
pamela.dingman@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Pastoral Care

Just a reminder: you should let the
parish office know if you are ill and
wish to receive a call from the Rector.      

February Birthdays
Dan Eichinger
Beth Boman
Rex Dingman
Eric Vinciguerra
Jasmine Eichinger 
Jonathan Korpi
Marian Matyn
David Dingman

02/01
02/10
02/16
02/18
02/20
02/22
02/22
02/25

February Anniversaries

mailto:padingman@hotmail.com
mailto:padingman@hotmail.com
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Coffee Hour Schedule:

 
Greeters Schedule:

Weekly Schedule:
Sunday 10AM:  Holy Communion: In Person or Facebook

or YouTube
Wednesday 10AM: Church School by Zoom

Wednesday 7PM: Connections Conversations by Zoom
Thursday 8PM: Compline (Night Prayer) by Zoom 

Lectors Prayers 
Lay Ministers:

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Olivia Ohler & Lois Klumpp
The Davidson Family

David & Nancy Kinney
Ford & Pamela Dingman

Dan Eichinger 
Tom Cochrane

Nancy Hartshorne 
Jeanne Maxon 

Linda-Susan Beard 
David Kinney
Jim Thurston

Mary Stewart Kiesgen

The Eichinger Family 
Tom & Mary Ellen Cochrane

Clancy & Patricia DeLong
The Davidson Family

https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Mount-Pleasant-160189840686505/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqvBWSJZnVQHBDdRtL0OpoQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83360661786?pwd=N3RiRUFEL2pwLzlQM0ZucGhvZkRUZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765345700?pwd=YkI4RDErVTNIcXV1NkJzZ2M1N1kyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success


Fridays: 02/07, 02/14,
02/21, 02/28
Nothing on these days
Office Closed 

February Calendar 

Sundays: 02/02, 02/09, 02/16,
02/23
10am Holy Communion (In
person, Facebook, & YouTube)

Mondays: 02/03, 02/10, 02/17,
02/24 
6:30PM GA/

Tuesdays: 02/04, 02/11,
02/18, 02/25
11am Tai C, /hi with Judy 

Wednesdays: 02/05, 02/12, 02/19,
02/26
10am Church School 
via Zoom
7pm Weekly Connection via Zoom 

Thursdays: 02/06, 02/13, 02/20,
02/27 
11am Tai Chi with Judy
8pm Compline via Zoom

Page 10 of 14



The Anishinaabeg (singular Anishinaabe) is the umbrella name for the Ojibwe, Odawa, and
Potawatomi nations. The names "Ojibwe" and "Chippewa" are essentially different spellings
of the same word, "otchipwa," which means "to pucker," a likely reference to the distinctive
puckered seam on an Ojibwa moccasin.

According to tradition, which is supported by linguistic and archaeological studies, the
ancestors of the Anishinaabeg migrated from the Atlantic Ocean, or perhaps Hudson Bay,
following the St. Lawrence Seaway to the Straits of Mackinac, arriving there about
1400. They continued expanding west, south, and northward, and first met French fur
traders in 1623, in what would become the eastern half of the upper peninsula of Michigan.

The Ojibwe primary prehistoric mode of existence was based on hunting and fishing,
harvesting wild rice, living in small communities of wigwams (their traditional dwellings),
and traveling inland waterways in birchbark canoes. The nucleus of the Ojibwe world was
the island of Michilimackinac ("the great turtle"), famous for pike, sturgeon, and whitefish.

Ojibwe History
In the 16th century, the Anishinaabeg split from the Potawatomi and the Odawa, settling at
Boweting, Gichigamiing, near what would become Sault Ste. Marie on Lake Superior. By the
early 17th century, the Ojibwe divided again, some going towards "La Pointe" on Madeline
Island on Wisconsin's Chequamegon Bay.

During the fur trade period of the 17th and early 18th centuries, the Ojibwe allied with the
Dakota, agreeing that the Ojibwe would provide the Dakota with trade goods, and the
Ojibwe could live west towards the Mississippi River. The peace lasted for 57 years, but
between 1736 and 1760, an intense territorial conflict led to a war between the two, which
persisted in some form until the mid-19th century.

From Lake Superior, the Ojibwe people spread north of Lake Ontario, around Lake Huron,
and north of Lake Michigan. They settled all sides of Lake Superior and lived near the
headwaters of the Misi-ziibii, today spelled Mississippi.

From the Lac Courte Oreilles Conservation Department  

The Story of the Ojibwe (Chippewa Indians)

https://www.facebook.com/LCOCD?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFb06TbMCjiG8TDTyJZo5mtdzF7DzhFXQRI3fu9SLaUMlu4gI5G8i9xyf6RgWIN5FQT0jAuBro60FXa8_h7Sm1puvH3EfBpTT61e59pwTaUVMK7W5feTp3UhqkY-D2glu6LJG51ESAaexEbSsTNGuo5ZGDMr04lIiQcQR-vSpv0BDbczRjdfHVHGbtFBGE2--5MPVlw09LaAU5x5lg29Mfh90hdRfN3DKkyYH7CtdxljxjTWiwdhKk9pYc4Z0ohXk&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R


The 2025 Altar Flower Calendar is posted in the Lantern across
from the elevator. Please consider a Sunday that is a good date

for you to honor or remember a loved one and sign up to
provide altar flowers. Flowers are a wonderful addition to

worship! You may use flowers from your garden or a store and
arrange them yourself, or arrange with Elliot’s or Norm’s Florist

to do arrangements and they will deliver to the church. 
Thank you!
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We now have four different ways to give back to the church. You can now drop off at the
church, mail your offer to the church, or give through “Giving Tools."  Here are the details
on how to give:

1. You can come to the Church office and drop it through the mail slot. 
2. You can mail your offering to the Church, 206 W Maple, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
3. You can give online by visiting the Giving Tools link on our website, or by scanning the
QR code below. 

Different ways to give...
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church
206 West Maple Street Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Phone: 989-773-7448
Fax: 989-772-3480

E-mail: saintjohnsmp@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com

Facebook: St. John's Mount Pleasant 

Rector: 
The Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, 989-807-0215

Deacon Emeritus:  
The Rev. Nancy Casey Fulton

Organist:
Ethan Kindle
Choirmaster:

Eric Vinciguerra

                 2025 Vestry Officers                                                     

Sr. Warden: Dan Eichinger 

Jr. Warden: Jerry May                        

Treasurer: Clancy DeLong                    

Co-Treasurer: Lynne L’Hommedieu, 

Vestry Clerk: Lara Raisanen            

                                                                                        

   

St. John's Mission:
St. John’s Episcopal Church, with God’s help and in the Episcopal Church

tradition, lives to proclaim the Gospel of Christ by ministering through
worship, outreach, fellowship and education. We welcome all who enter
our doors, and we support the diverse callings of each member as we seek

to serve Christ in every person.

2025 Vestry Members

Clancy DeLong

 Elizabeth Brockman

James Thurston

Kojo Antiwi

Kevin Davidson

Lara Raisanen
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