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Dear People and Friends of St. John’s,

St. John’s Church is the building, perhaps, but more than that it is the people; it is the
community; it is about relationship.

We start relationships by getting to know one another. (Keep watch for news about a
parish potluck of some kind within the next several weeks.) But also in the weeks to
come, we have opportunities to show up for and get to know members of our local
indigenous community (see the information below about Every Step Counts this
Sunday May 3 and Red Dress Day on May 5).  

St. John’s is also part of the local community – and we try to be a loving, welcoming,
and affirming presence. It matters.

This past month, we hosted the inaugural meeting of the Mt. Pleasant PFLAG satellite
chapter (thanks to Jim & Pat). Liz represented St. John’s at the Isabella County History
show held at the Commission on Aging. St. John’s hosted a training/workshop for
Strangers No Longer, a faith-based group working on educating folks about the lives of
migrant and farmers.

(Continued on next page)
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Meanwhile, the Grant Committee is hard at work, and has already gotten grant funds to
support Holy Shift (our campus ministry program led by Sibling Jess), and another
grant to help fund our Little Free Pantry and other needs in the local community. Give
Liz, Nancy H., and Brenda a hearty thanks when you see them!!

In a world that seems broken, it can be hard to be hope-filled, to see the good. What can
we do? We can be witnesses… we can listen…learn…love.

Remember that you are loved and you belong – and pass it on.

Sr. Diane+
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Minutes, March 2026 Vestry Meeting

M A Y  2 0 2 6  •  V O L .  8 0

Sunday, March 15, 2026
Vestry Meeting

Meeting in person and via zoom
Present: Liz Brockman, Kevin Davidson (via zoom), Clancy DeLong, Dan Eichinger,
Lara
Raisanen (via zoom), Sam Raisanen, Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, Jim Thurston
Absent: Jerry May
Guests: Alice Ciccu, Nancy Hartshorne, Ethan Kindle, Eric Vinciguerra
Meeting called to order: 11:47 a.m.

Opening Prayer by Stier

Administrative Business
- Agenda approved via acclimation.
- Approval of prior meeting minutes:
• February 2026 (via email): motion DeLong, second Stier; passed unanimously
• December 2025 (in person): motion Thurston, second DeLong; passed unanimously

New Business
- Grants Committee report (by Hartshorne):
• WalMart has a “Spark Good” program that could help with our Little Free Food
Pantry.
• This requires a specific bank account. S. Raisanen will set that up and work with
grants
committee.
• This program will offer the opportunity to for parishioners and community members
to
donate foodstuffs and money.
- Choir request for Rodenbeck Fund use (by Vinciguerra):
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 • Proposal as submitted uses remainder of fund, however, proposal includes request for
salary
and the fund is not designated for salary use. Vestry recognizes this is a music fund (not
choir specific) that is designed for perpetuity and does not support one-time salary use.
• Davidson thanked Vinciguerra for the proposal and noted how much our parish values
the
choir. If we are limited in what we can fund, he asked what is the most important item.
Vinciguerra stated new choir robes are the most important.
• Vestry discussed ways to keep the cost of robe replacement reasonable and asked
Vinciguerra to return with a detailed proposal that explored several cost option tiers for
acquiring new choir robes.
- Power of Hello - topic will be featured at a special Vestry meeting
- Isabella County History Day - April 25th
• St. John’s will host a table
• Borrow our own historical materials from Clark Library
• Must update our history chronicle for accuracy
• Can advertise our own sesquicentennial occurring 2032
- Acolyte training:
• We need more acolytes; there are interested people
• DJ Proctor will be in charge of training
- Outdoor Speaker (by Ciccu):
• There is opportunity from the diocese to reapply for the digital grants money we received
last year.
• Davidson asked Ciccu to bring back specific examples and costs for consideration

Pastoral Report - Stier
- Church received an efficient energy kit from Consumers Energy
- Highlights:
• Children’s space - will consider a soft space in the sanctuary, which has fewer
requirements than staffing the nursery
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- Ultimate “expensive option” - creating a window or doorway in the wall between the
sanctuary and nursery
- Soft space will start by having a conversation with parents
- Rev. Hart is taking lead with this as St. John’s continues to attract families with young
children on Sundays
• Rev Hart preaching next Sunday.
• The Rev. David Sikelka is preaching the noon Good Friday service.
• There’s an upcoming baptism.
• Kindle will attend Sewanee’s music conference again this year. Parish will fund expenses.

Committee Reports
A. Building and Grounds - May
1. No full report as May is traveling.
2. 31 March 2026: email meeting to approve summer lawn care contracts; motion May,
second Raisanen. Motion passed unanimously.
B. Worship - no report
C. Human Resources - no report
D. Administration & Finance -S. Raisanen
1. February continued January’s good numbers.
2. Everything looks normal for this time of year, as always we pay attention to utility usage
especially with rising costs.
E. Christian Formation - no report
F. Hospitality - no report
G. Outreach - see New Business
H. Senior Warden - no report
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Old Business - none

Closing prayer: Stier
Meeting adjourned: 1:08 p.m.
Next meeting: 19 April 2026; 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Lara Raisanen, Clerk
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March 2026 Financial Report 

Below is a summary of operating fund activity through the end of March (25.0%).

Unrestricted operating fund receipts $ 51,456.27  (23.22% of budget)
Unrestricted operating fund expenditures 63,174.30  (25.76% of budget)
Operating fund receipts over (under) expenditures $ (11,718.03)

Over the past month, with thanks to the work of the Grants Committee, we have
received two grants from the Diocese of the Great Lakes: $10K for Campus
Ministries and $13.5K for See a Need, Meet a Need.

If you would like to financially participate in our mission. Please contact Pamela
Dingman for an estimated giving card.

Also, quarterly given reports have been sent, so please confirm that your estimated
giving amounts are up to date.  To give online, you may link to our giving page via
our website or Click Here to Give.

Year End Balances

Sam
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Remember Our
Homebound Members 

 Drop a card to our
parish members who are

homebound.

Emelia Parker
(Alex’s House)

616 Boothbay Ct.
Beavercreek, OH 45430

Nancy Rivard
Comfort Care

1945 Churchill Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Martha Rarick
362 E. Baseline Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

 

St. John’s Prayer Group 

If you wish to add or remove
names from the Prayer List,
please call Sr. Diane Stier,
989- 807-0215, the church
office, or email Pamela
Dingman:
pamela.dingman@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Pastoral Care

Just a reminder: you should
let the parish office know if
you are ill and wish to receive
a call from the Rector.      

May Birthdays

 Margaret + Harry Kuhn
temporary address

Serene Gardens of Clarkston
Room 108

5850 White Lake Rd
Clarkston, MI 48346

Jacob Hartshorne
Donald Schurr
Sandy Rose
Ulana Klymyshyn
Amily Shaffer

05/10
05/18
05/24
05/28
05/29

May Anniversaries
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Marian Matyn and Rod Leslie 05/23

Carol Lauffer
P.O. Box 125

Spofford, NH 03462

mailto:padingman@hotmail.com
mailto:padingman@hotmail.com


 
Coffee Hour Schedule:

Sharon Bolton, Liz Brockman, and Matt and Erica Johnson
Pat and Clancy DeLong
Pamela and Ford Dingman
Jen and Dave Dingman
Christi Brookes and DJ Proctor

Weekly Schedule:
Sunday 10AM:  Holy Communion: In Person or Facebook

or YouTube
Wednesday 10-11AM: Lectio via Zoom

Wednesday 7PM: Connections Conversations by Zoom
Thursday 8PM: Compline (Night Prayer) by Zoom 

Lay Ministers:

May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Lector

Jen Dingman
Denise Keeler
Mary Stewart Kiesgen
Jim Thurston
Derek Rivard

Prayers

Brenda Rau
Jen Dingman
Linda-Susan Beard
Pat Thurston
Denise Keeler

Greeters

Jen and Dave Dingman
Pamela and Ford Dingman
Pat and Clancy DeLong
Jen and Dave Dingman
Pat and Clancy DeLong
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May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Acolyte

Adam Baker
Adam Baker
Adam Baker
Adam Baker
Adam Baker
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https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Mount-Pleasant-160189840686505/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqvBWSJZnVQHBDdRtL0OpoQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765345700?pwd=YkI4RDErVTNIcXV1NkJzZ2M1N1kyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765345700?pwd=YkI4RDErVTNIcXV1NkJzZ2M1N1kyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2546144396?pwd=Z3lITkZuZjd0Q0JTRi9ZMWQvNVhNZz09#success


Fridays: 
05/01, 05/08, 05/15, 05/22,
05/29
Nothing on these days

May Calendar 

Sundays:  
05/03, 05/10, 05/17, 05/24,
05/31
10am Holy Communion (In
person, Facebook, & YouTube)
11am Coffee Hour

Mondays:  
05/04, 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
6:30pm GA

Tuesdays:  
05/05, 05/12, 05/19, 05/26
6pm Recovery 360

Wednesdays: 
05/06, 05/13, 05/20, 05/27
10am Bible Study Zoom
6pm Tai Chi with Judy
7pm Weekly Connection via Zoom 

Thursdays:  
05/07, 05/14, 05/21, 05/28
4pm Choir practice
8pm Compline via Zoom
Office Closed
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Red Dress Day (or the National Day of Awareness for Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ People) is observed

annually on May 5 to honor victims and raise awareness of the crisis.
Originating from Métis artist Jaime Black's REDress Project, people wear
red, hang red dresses, and hold rallies to fight for justice and challenge the

high rates of violence against Indigenous women and girls.
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The next meeting of  PFLAG GLB will be held at St. John's
Episcopal Church on Sunday May 17, 2026 from 2PM - 3:30 PM.

We will be in the parish hall on 516 S. Washington Ave. next to
the church. PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of  Lesibians

and Gays is an inclusive Ally to the LGBTQ+ community.

Everyone is invited to this advocacy, educational, and supportive
safe space gathering. Refreshments will be served while we tune

into a Zoom meeting transmitted from the PFLAG GLB location
in Saginaw to listen to a featured speaker. Afterwards we will

break into groups to discuss the presentation, support each other
and explore our concerns. 

Please come!
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Episcopal Diocese of  the Great Lakes –
Search for a BISHOP

 
With great hope and joy and with the

prayers of  our diocese, we are thrilled to
announce that the application window for
our search for our first bishop diocesan is

open!

Click here for details!

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/d3c867325a.html#page/1
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Join us for a fun afternoon of fellowship and baseball as we head to a
Great Lakes Loons game on Sunday, July 12, 2026 at 1:05 PM at Dow

Diamond in Midland, MI! This is a wonderful opportunity for members
of our church family to spend time together enjoying America’s

pastime.

We will again be seated in the Northern Lights Pavilion, where tickets
are $27.50 per person. Each ticket includes entrance to the game and
a picnic-style meal with your choice of hot dog, hamburger, or pulled
pork sandwich, along with unlimited picnic sides such as potato salad

and soft drinks. A cash bar will also be available in the pavilion for
those who wish to purchase additional beverages.

Whether you’re a big baseball fan or simply looking forward to a
relaxed afternoon with friends from church, we hope you’ll join us for

this enjoyable outing. If you would like tickets, please email
saintjohnsmp@gmail.com and/or djdingman@charter.net. Final

headcount is due by Monday June 15th so please reserve your spot
now!
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W o n d e r i n g  h o w  y o u  c a n  h e l p  f o l k s  i n  n e e d
i n  f a r  a w a y  p l a c e s ?

E p i s c o p a l  R e l i e f  &  D e v e l o p m e n t  i s  a  w a y
t o  d o  t h a t !

E p i s c o p a l  R e l i e f  &  D e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  l o c a l
p e o p l e  w h o  c a n  d e l i v e r  a i d  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h

E R D .  Yo u  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  h e r e :
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St. John’s is currently seeking volunteers to help keep
our Sunday services welcoming, organized, and running
smoothly. Many aspects of our worship each week are
made possible only through the generous gift of time

and service from members of our parish community. We
are deeply grateful for those who already serve and

would love to welcome additional volunteers to share in
this important ministry.

At this time, we are especially looking for individuals
who would be willing to serve in a few key roles during

our Sunday services. These include Acolytes, who assist
with the progression of the service, Lectors, who read

the Scripture lessons, volunteers to lead the Prayers of
the People, Greeters, who warmly welcome parishioners
and visitors as they arrive, and Coffee Hour Hosts, who
help set up and host the fellowship time following the

service.

If you would like to learn more about any of these
volunteer opportunities or would like to add your name

to the volunteer list, please feel free to email
saintjohnsmp@gmail.com and/or djdingman@charter.net.
Thank you for your willingness to serve and for helping

make St. John’s such a vibrant and welcoming
community!

M A Y  2 0 2 6  •  V O L .  8 0



M A Y  2 0 2 6  •  V O L .  8 0

Page 21 of 27

Do you like to have clean clothes? Others do also.
Please consider the Clean and Bright outreach as a

way to help others enjoy a fresh outlook. 
Please let Jim Thurston know if you'd like to volunteer

2-3 times a month. Or, as your schedule allows. 



The 2026 Altar Flower Calendar is posted in the Lantern across
from the elevator. Please consider a Sunday that is a good date

for you to honor or remember a loved one and sign up to
provide altar flowers. Flowers are a wonderful addition to

worship! You may use flowers from your garden or a store and
arrange them yourself, or arrange with Elliot’s or Norm’s Florist

to do arrangements and they will deliver to the church. 
Thank you!
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Has anyone noticed the new website!?! I am very excited to announce that we
were awarded a Grant from the Diocese’s Digital Ministry Taskforce to upgrade

our outdated website! The Digital Ministry Grant is designed to “help
congregations deepen our digital presence – to make it more engaging, accessible,
and sustainable. To remain relevant, accessible, and invitational for generations
to come, our congregations must continue to invest in digital platforms as vital

spaces for ministry.”
 

We won one last year that we used to install a speaker in the nursery so people
who need to use it during the service can still hear everything in the sanctuary.

 
This year it came around again, and I submitted a grant to upgrade our website.

It was in bad need of  a refresh and the current platform it is on is not being
actively supported. We used the grant money for a web developer to move to a

better technical platform and give us an improved design.
 

We can still make changes, so if  you have any input on the design or for
additions, please let me know!

www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com
 

Alice Ciccu
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St. John's Choir 
Sing for Sunday morning service, September through Pentecost (May),

with a weekly rehearsal. 

Practices will be on Thursdays from 4-6pm.
New voices welcome!

Contact Sr. Diane if you are interested in any of the ministries!
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We now have four different ways to give back to the church. You can now drop off at the
church, mail your offer to the church, or give through “Giving Tools."  Here are the details
on how to give:

1. You can come to the Church office and drop it through the mail slot. 
2. You can mail your offering to the Church, 206 W Maple, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
3. You can give online by visiting the Giving Tools link on our website, or by scanning the
QR code below. 

Different ways to give...
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church
206 West Maple Street Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Phone: 989-773-7448
E-mail: saintjohnsmp@gmail.com

Website: www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com
Facebook: St. John's Mount Pleasant 

Rector: 
The Rev. Sr. Diane Stier, 989-807-0215
The Rev. Jessica A Hart, Assistant Priest

Organist: Ethan Kindle
Choirmaster: Eric Vinciguerra

2026 Vestry Officers    

Sr. Warden: Dan Eichinger 

Jr. Warden: Jerry May                        

Treasurer: Clancy DeLong  + Sam Raisanen                  

Co-Treasurer: Lynne L’Hommedieu 

Vestry Clerk: Lara Raisanen            

                                                                                        

   

St. John's Mission:
St. John’s Episcopal Church, with God’s help and in the Episcopal Church

tradition, lives to proclaim the Gospel of Christ by ministering through
worship, outreach, fellowship and education. We welcome all who enter
our doors, and we support the diverse callings of each member as we seek

to serve Christ in every person.

2026 Vestry Members

Clancy DeLong

 Elizabeth Brockman

James Thurston

Kevin Davidson

Lara Raisanen

Dan Eichinger

Jerry May

Rev. Sr. Diane Stier
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	Jen and Dave Dingman Pamela and Ford Dingman Pat and Clancy DeLong Jen and Dave Dingman Pat and Clancy DeLong
	May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31
	May Calendar
	Sundays:   05/03, 05/10, 05/17, 05/24, 05/31 10am Holy Communion (In person, Facebook, & YouTube) 11am Coffee Hour
	Tuesdays:   05/05, 05/12, 05/19, 05/26 6pm Recovery 360
	Mondays:   05/04, 05/11, 05/18, 05/25 6:30pm GA
	Wednesdays:  05/06, 05/13, 05/20, 05/27 10am Bible Study Zoom 6pm Tai Chi with Judy 7pm Weekly Connection via Zoom
	Thursdays:   05/07, 05/14, 05/21, 05/28 4pm Choir practice 8pm Compline via Zoom Office Closed
	Fridays:  05/01, 05/08, 05/15, 05/22, 05/29 Nothing on these days
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	Red Dress Day (or the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ People) is observed annually on May 5 to honor victims and raise awareness of the crisis. Originating from Métis artist Jaime Black's REDress Project, people wear red, hang red dresses, and hold rallies to fight for justice and challenge the high rates of violence against Indigenous women and girls.
	MAY 2026 • VOL. 80
	MAY 2026 • VOL. 80
	MAY 2026 • VOL. 80

	The next meeting of PFLAG GLB will be held at St. John's Episcopal Church on Sunday May 17, 2026 from 2PM - 3:30 PM. We will be in the parish hall on 516 S. Washington Ave. next to the church. PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of Lesibians and Gays is an inclusive Ally to the LGBTQ+ community.
	Everyone is invited to this advocacy, educational, and supportive safe space gathering. Refreshments will be served while we tune into a Zoom meeting transmitted from the PFLAG GLB location in Saginaw to listen to a featured speaker. Afterwards we will break into groups to discuss the presentation, support each other and explore our concerns.
	Please come!
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	Episcopal Diocese of the Great Lakes – Search for a BISHOP
	With great hope and joy and with the prayers of our diocese, we are thrilled to announce that the application window for our search for our first bishop diocesan is open!
	Click here for details!
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	Join us for a fun afternoon of fellowship and baseball as we head to a Great Lakes Loons game on Sunday, July 12, 2026 at 1:05 PM at Dow Diamond in Midland, MI! This is a wonderful opportunity for members of our church family to spend time together enjoying America’s pastime.
	We will again be seated in the Northern Lights Pavilion, where tickets are $27.50 per person. Each ticket includes entrance to the game and a picnic-style meal with your choice of hot dog, hamburger, or pulled pork sandwich, along with unlimited picnic sides such as potato salad and soft drinks. A cash bar will also be available in the pavilion for those who wish to purchase additional beverages.
	Whether you’re a big baseball fan or simply looking forward to a relaxed afternoon with friends from church, we hope you’ll join us for this enjoyable outing. If you would like tickets, please email saintjohnsmp@gmail.com and/or djdingman@charter.net. Final headcount is due by Monday June 15th so please reserve your spot now!
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	Wondering how you can help folks in need in far away places? Episcopal Relief & Development is a way to do that! Episcopal Relief & Development has local people who can deliver aid funded through ERD. You can contribute here:
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	St. John’s is currently seeking volunteers to help keep our Sunday services welcoming, organized, and running smoothly. Many aspects of our worship each week are made possible only through the generous gift of time and service from members of our parish community. We are deeply grateful for those who already serve and would love to welcome additional volunteers to share in this important ministry.
	At this time, we are especially looking for individuals who would be willing to serve in a few key roles during our Sunday services. These include Acolytes, who assist with the progression of the service, Lectors, who read the Scripture lessons, volunteers to lead the Prayers of the People, Greeters, who warmly welcome parishioners and visitors as they arrive, and Coffee Hour Hosts, who help set up and host the fellowship time following the service.
	If you would like to learn more about any of these volunteer opportunities or would like to add your name to the volunteer list, please feel free to email saintjohnsmp@gmail.com and/or djdingman@charter.net. Thank you for your willingness to serve and for helping make St. John’s such a vibrant and welcoming community!
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	Do you like to have clean clothes? Others do also. Please consider the Clean and Bright outreach as a way to help others enjoy a fresh outlook.  Please let Jim Thurston know if you'd like to volunteer 2-3 times a month. Or, as your schedule allows.
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	The 2026 Altar Flower Calendar is posted in the Lantern across from the elevator. Please consider a Sunday that is a good date for you to honor or remember a loved one and sign up to provide altar flowers. Flowers are a wonderful addition to worship! You may use flowers from your garden or a store and arrange them yourself, or arrange with Elliot’s or Norm’s Florist to do arrangements and they will deliver to the church.  Thank you!
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	Has anyone noticed the new website!?! I am very excited to announce that we were awarded a Grant from the Diocese’s Digital Ministry Taskforce to upgrade our outdated website! The Digital Ministry Grant is designed to “help congregations deepen our digital presence – to make it more engaging, accessible, and sustainable. To remain relevant, accessible, and invitational for generations to come, our congregations must continue to invest in digital platforms as vital spaces for ministry.”
	We won one last year that we used to install a speaker in the nursery so people who need to use it during the service can still hear everything in the sanctuary.
	This year it came around again, and I submitted a grant to upgrade our website. It was in bad need of a refresh and the current platform it is on is not being actively supported. We used the grant money for a web developer to move to a better technical platform and give us an improved design.
	We can still make changes, so if you have any input on the design or for additions, please let me know!
	www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.com
	Alice Ciccu
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	St. John's Choir  Sing for Sunday morning service, September through Pentecost (May), with a weekly rehearsal.
	Practices will be on Thursdays from 4-6pm. New voices welcome!
	Contact Sr. Diane if you are interested in any of the ministries!
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	Different ways to give...
	We now have four different ways to give back to the church. You can now drop off at the church, mail your offer to the church, or give through “Giving Tools."  Here are the details on how to give:
	1. You can come to the Church office and drop it through the mail slot.  2. You can mail your offering to the Church, 206 W Maple, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 3. You can give online by visiting the Giving Tools link on our website, or by scanning the QR code below.
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